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office@mariafernandaespinosa.com

PROFILE: ACADEMIC, DIPLOMAT AND POLITICIAN
Academic, politician and diplomat with 30+ years of experience, including leadership positions within the
Government of Ecuador (Minister of Foreign Affairs, Minister of Defense, and Minister of Heritage) and at the
most senior level of the United Nations. Most recent appointment was serving as President of the 73rd Session of
the United Nations General Assembly (2018/2019), becoming the fourth woman in history and the first from
Latin America and the Caribbean to preside over this body since its foundation in 1945.
Regarded as an expert on international affairs and the United Nations, defense and security, sustainable
development, the environment, climate change, gender equality and indigenous peoples’ rights. Vast experience
in intergovernmental negotiations and recognized as an international advocate of multilateralism and women’s
rights and empowerment.
Recipient of numerous scholarships and acknowledgements from the Latin American Studies Association, the
Ford Foundation, the Society of Woman Geographers, the Rockefeller Foundation, the German Agency for
Cooperation, for her research and academic work about the Amazon, and her work in the Amazon on
biodiversity, the environment and the rights of indigenous peoples.
Holds a bachelor’s degree in applied linguistics from the Pontificia Universidad Católica del Ecuador; a master’s
degree in social sciences and Amazonian studies; and a postgraduate diploma in anthropology and political
science from the Latin American Social Sciences Institute. She has completed advanced doctoral studies in
Geography at Rutgers University. María Fernanda Espinosa has produced several works of poetry that included an
award from the National Poetry Prize of Ecuador in 1990.

RELEVANT EXPERIENCE

UNITED NATIONS
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
PRESIDENT OF THE 73RD
SESSION
NEW YORK
(9/2018-9/2019)

Elected as the fourth woman president of the United Nations General Assembly
(first woman from Latin America and the Caribbean) to preside over this body
since its founding in 1945. Began tenure here with the motto of “Making the UN
Relevant for All” as an axis for strategy and contributions to strengthen
multilateralism, thus endowing its most significant embodiment, the United
Nations, with a greater presence amongst the global citizenry. Successfully
negotiated and approved 341 resolutions related to peace and security, the
environment and climate change, human rights, sustainable development,
financing for development, south-south cooperation, gender equality, migration
and refugees, among other globally relevant topics. Planned and organized the
73rd Session around seven priority areas: decent work, migration and refugees,
environmental action and climate change, revitalization of the United Nations,
youth, peace and security, gender equality and the rights of persons with
disabilities.
•

Served as an advocate for multilateralism and global agreements that
related to the seven priorities of the administration and were the core
ideas of speeches and presentations; engaged in more than 250
interviews and 20 published opeds.
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Convened with woman leaders to promote greater awareness and
international commitment to boosting political participation of women;
oversaw several high-level events on women’s empowerment and
political participation that were held, for the first time in the history of
the organization, with woman presidents, Heads of State and other
leading figures.
Mobilized former presidents of the General Assembly on dialogue
processes and recommendations to member states, the aim of which
was to revitalize the United Nations and strengthen multilateralism as
the only possible response to global challenges; served as ambassador of
multilateralism in an international context of multiple crises/threats to
the multilateral order.
Secured necessary processes and agreements for Member States to
adopt and endorse the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Peasants on November 21, 2018, the Global Compact on Refugees on
December 17, 2018, and the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and
Regular Migration on December 19, 2018. Spearheaded process for a
global implementation and follow-up plans for each of these
agreements.
Coordinated and presided over important high-level events such as the
Nelson Mandela peace summit on September 24, 2018, the high level
meeting on the fight against tuberculosis on September 26, 2018,
noncommunicable diseases on September 27, 2018, the nonproliferation of nuclear weapons on September 26, 2018, the high level
meeting on middle income countries on December 4, 2018, the high
level meeting to launch the International Year of Indigenous Languages
on February 1, 2019, the High Level Meeting on Climate Change, with
the attendance of heads of state and government, and a large
delegation of young leaders on March 28 and 29, 2019 and the high level
event on culture and sustainable development on May 21, 2019, as well
as presided over numerous other high level events throughout
presidency.
Administered and presided over interactive dialogues of member states
on inequalities and sustainable development, the international market
of commodities and the cooperation and fight against illicit financial
flows for the week of May 14-16, 2019.
Organized and convened a pledging conference for the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) with the
purpose of preserving the most critical services in the face of a drastic
budget reduction.
Appointed 38 representatives from the same number of countries, out
of which 18 of them were women, as co-chairs for the
intergovernmental negotiation and working groups of the General
Assembly.
Institutionalized what came to be known as “Mañanas de
Minga” ("Morning Mingas") as a periodical practice of informal and off
the record dialogues with permanent representatives. The aim of these
meetings was to advance the agenda of the General Assembly on issues
perceived as contentious, sensitive or urgent. (i.e., hate speech and
intolerance, South-South Cooperation, gender equality and women
rights, among others.).
Promoted a worldwide campaign against the use of single-use plastics as
one the greatest threats for the health of our oceans and the
environment, and garnered concrete actions to phase out single use
plastics from several States while raising awareness amongst
international organizations and citizens.
Achieved the complete elimination of single-use plastics in the United
Nations headquarters in New York and Geneva.
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Spearheaded the drafting process and officialised the Foreign Policy Agenda of
2017-2021 by means of a broad participation process for political and social
stakeholders, including civil society organizations, migrants, the academic and
private sectors. Presided over the G77 + China group, chaired the Andean
Community (CAN) and the bi-national coordination cabinets between Ecuador
and the governments of Colombia and Peru. Designed and launched the
initiative for the Amazonia as a mechanism to strengthen the Amazon
Cooperation Treaty Organization. Served as mediator for the peace dialogues
between the government of Colombia and the ELN (National Liberation Army)
armed group. Provided greater consular assistance for Ecuadorians living abroad
by strengthening the “mobile consulate” system and providing additional
personnel for migrant’s attention. Further entrusted with the supervision and
coordination of the policies related to the foreign sector and the international
promotion of the country, which encompassed the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the
Foreign Commerce Ministry, the Tourism Ministry and the Heritage and Culture
Ministry.

•
•
•

THE REPUBLIC OF ECUADOR
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
QUITO
(5/2017 - 6/2018)
•

•

•

•

Oversaw the creation/implementation of the gender equality policy
within the foreign service.
Led the drafting and officialized the Human Mobility National Plan that
served as the national policy on migration.
Held role as chairwoman of the Andean Community of Nations (CAN)
between May 2017 and May 2018; prioritized coordinated actions between
its members (Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru) that focused on and
prevented natural disasters, as well as created the Andean Committee of
Cultural Affairs. Proposed a work plan aimed at the border development
of the 4-member countries that included electrical power interconnection, tourism and the environment and the institutional reengineering of the Community.
Coordinated the XIII Meeting of Foreign Affairs Ministers of the Amazon
Cooperation Treaty Organization (ACTO) which was held in the city of
Tena (Ecuadorian Amazonia), on December 2017. Meeting served to
relaunch ACTO as the quintessential space for the preservation and the
development of Amazonia.
Chaired the G77+China group that was taken on by Ecuador; as
chairperson, promoted advocacy for multilateralism as a work axis for the
Group and played an active role in the deliberations and the agreements
for financing of the development. Held a high-level event with prominent
southern dignitaries called “Por un Planeta Sostenible” ("For a Sustainable
Planet") that addressed topics of the international sustainability agenda
and defended multilateralism.
Consolidated the role of Ecuador as a hosting and guarantor country for
the peace dialogues between the government of Colombia and the
National Liberation Army, developed the III and IV cycles of negotiations
between the two parties. With the presence and auspices of Espinosa, the
chief negotiators of both parties signed the “Quito Agreement on a
Temporary and Bilateral Cease-Fire”, which was in force from October 1,
2017 to January 9, 2018.
Succeeded in including Ecuador in the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons in September 2017.
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Served as ambassador and permanent representative to the United Nations, the
International Labour Organization, Red Cross International and other
international organizations based in Geneva, Switzerland. Elected as chair of the
working group of the Human Rights Council for the intergovernmental
negotiation of a legally binding instrument on transnational corporations and
human rights. Established dialogues on said topic with civil society organizations
networks, academic entities, syndicates and companies that supported the
initiative (which encompassed nearly 1,000 organizations) and caught the
international attention of high representatives of the Catholic Church in the
Vatican and other religions.

REPUBLIC OF ECUADOR
TO UNITED NATIONS
AND OTHER
INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS
AMBASSADOR AND
PERMANENTE
REPRESENTATIVE
GENEVA
(10/2014 - 5/2017)

•

•

Represented Ecuador in the United Nations and for other International
Organisms in Geneva; participated in decision-making mechanisms for
international bodies/organisms (General Assemblies, Board of Directors)
that included ILO, WHO, ITU, IOM, UNHCR, Red Cross, Disarmament
Conference, Human Rights Council, WMO and the 9 bodies (Committees) of
the Human Rights Treaties, as well as several others. Contributed to
institutional reform of the International Organization for Migration (IOM)
that strengthened regional agreements on refugees and started, along with
other countries, an initiative to coordinate the work of the Human Rights
Council with the Sustainable Development Goals and the 2030 Agenda.
Coordinated the participation of Ecuador in intergovernmental and
international mechanisms (Assemblies of States Parties, Working Groups,
International Conventions and Conferences) whose offices for sessions,
decisions and operations are located in Geneva, such as the Prohibition of
Anti-Personnel Mines, the Convention on Cluster Munitions, the Convention
on Biological Weapons, the Global Forum on Migration and Development,
the Stockholm Convention and the Rotterdam Convention.

Headed up one of the most sensitive government ministries of Ecuador, due to
the internal conflict of the neighboring country, Colombia. Oversaw Armed
Forces in the fight against organized crime and coordinated operations in
emergency situations, as well as intelligence and counter-intelligence work of
this institution. Entrusted with highly sensitive management of social security,
education and health policies for the military forces of all three defense
branches: Army, Navy and Air Force. Supervised activities of the Ecuadorian
Space Institute (IEE), the Military Geographical Institute (IGM), the Naval
Oceanographic Institute (INOCAR) and the Ecuadorian Antarctic Institute (INAE).
•

REPUBLIC OF ECUADOR
MINISTER OF NATIONAL
DEFENSE
QUITO

•

(11/2012 - 9/2014)
•

•

Reformed and updated the Armed Forces of Ecuador to adapt their role/
functions to a constitutional framework that was established in 2008, to the
geo-political context of the region and the new risks and threats to national
security, such as cyber security, drug trafficking and organized transnational
crime.
Restructured and modernized processes of the Armed Forces and facilitated
internal dialogue with military personnel for agreement on strategies and
plans. The restructuring process of the Armed Forces included political
decisions regarding the size of the troops and their distribution across the
country.
Spearheaded two projects that bettered the lives of forces’ personnel via
improved housing for military staff and improvements to dining halls,
kitchens, and basic services in all military units.
Created the National Defense Political Agenda 2014-2017; this Agenda
conceived the role of the Armed Forces as an institution to protect the
rights, guarantees and liberties of citizens and conceptualizes the defense
as a public asset while defending sovereignty and promoting a culture of
peace.
4

•

•

Announced the Gender Policy of the Armed Forces as official in March 2013;
Ecuador became the third country of the region to have a tool of this
nature. Convened the First Meeting of Female Ministers and Leaders of
Defense on October 2013 in Guayaquil, Ecuador, on the participation of
women in the Armed Forces.
Initiated a series of publications with the purpose of bringing defense
policies closer to the citizenry and contributing to political and academic
analysis on defense and sovereignty topics.

Served as a coordinating minister of a government sector that was integrated by
the Environmental Ministry, the Culture Ministry, the Sports Ministry, the Tourism
Ministry and the Government Council for the Galapagos Islands, the governing
body of the Galapagos archipelago (also chairperson). Chief negotiator from
Ecuador on topics of climate change and the coordinator for the Yasuní-ITT
national initiative. Further contributed as president of Empresa Pública de
Ferrocarriles del Ecuador (Ecuadorian Railways Company).
•

•

•
•

NATURAL AND
CULTURAL HERITAGE
OF ECUADOR
MINISTER
QUITO

•

(10/2009 - 11/2012)

•

•

Directed and supervised sectorial policies and plans of the ministries and
enacted national policies to recover and safeguard the cultural and natural
heritage of Ecuador with a particular view to bring cultural and biological
diversity together.
Established a broad national education campaign by means of a radio/tv
program and drafted media materials that encouraged citizens to value the
cultural/natural heritage of the country.
Created bilateral, regional and international agreements to foster
cooperation and technical support to preserve the country's heritage.
Designed and executed a national recovery initiative for 32 heritage cities
of Ecuador, with the aim of physically and historically rebuilding
emblematic buildings around the country.
Planned, coordinated, and facilitated the Yasuní ITT Initiative, through
which the Ecuadorian state committed to bury, for an indefinite period of
time, approximately 856 million oil barrels underground in the Yasuní
(Amazonia) wildlife reserve, to prevent atmosphere emissions of 407 million
metric tons of carbon dioxide. This was done in exchange for an economic
compensation from the international community for a fraction of the
estimated value (corresponded to 50% of the utilities that would be
obtained if this resource would have been exploited) with approximate
value of $3.6B. Secured funds were to reinvest in Ecuador to handle 19
protected areas, in a national reforestation program and in actions aimed
to change the energy matrix. This initiative led to discussing an innovative
mechanism of ¨Net Avoided Emissions ¨ in the negotiations of the Climate
Change Convention.
Represented Ecuador in international negotiation processes for indigenous
women, peoples and nationalities, the environment and climate change. A
notable proposal was: “Indigenous Women: Key Actors in Poverty and
Hunger Eradication” during the 56th period of Commission sessions on the
Status of Women in March 2012; served as chief negotiator in the
Conference of the Parties for Climate Change and at the Río+20 Conference
and produced “The Future We Want” outcome document (Rio de Janeiro,
June 2012).
Recovered the Ecuadorian railroad and brought it back into operation as
part of an initiative to sustain the national heritage; project won countless
international acknowledgements and railroad continued as one of the main
tourist attractions for the country.
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Appointed as the first female Permanent Representative of Ecuador to the United
Nations in New York. Appointed by the President of the General Assembly to CoChair the Working Group on the Revitalization of the General Assembly alongside
the Ambassador of Norway. Advanced participation and leadership of Ecuador in
UN initiatives related to the economic and financial crisis that began in 2008.
•
•

REPUBLIC OF ECUADOR TO
THE UNITED
NATIONS
AMBASSADOR AND
PERMANENTE
REPRESENTATIVE
NEW YORK
(3/2008 - 9/2009)

CONSTITUTIONAL
ASSEMBLY OF ECUADOR
SPECIAL ADVISOR TO
THE PRESIDENTE
MONTECRISTI

•
•

•

Played a key role in major environmental and climate change topics to
affect positive change.
Remained diligent with follow-up on the negotiations for reforms to the
United Nations system that were being discussed in that period of sessions,
south-south cooperation, as well as the celebration of the Conference on
Financing for Development that took place in Doha on December 2008.
Actively participated in the G77+ China Group and the Non-Aligned
Movement.
Served as Co-Chair of the working group on the revitalization of the United
Nations general Assembly; directed negotiations that led to the approval of
a resolution of the Assembly to improve the work mechanisms and with
significant measures aimed at strengthening it as the main democratic and
representative body of the United Nations.
Actively advocated for developing countries to play a central role in
analysing and solving the structural problems that generated the crisis and
the effects it had in developing economies as per the context of the
international economic and financial crisis of 2008. Succeeded in making
some renowned Ecuadorian economists and the President of Ecuador
participate in global discussions that were promoted from the General
Assembly and also became engaged in the work of a committee of 18 high
level experts led by Nobel Economic Prize Laureate Joseph Stiglits.

Participated in the constitutional process that led to the Constitution of the
Republic of Ecuador in 2008, which was a profound change in the model of the
State and the fundamental rights of this country.
•

(12/2007 - 2/2008)

Appointed as special advisor to the President of the Constitutional Assembly
with accountability for dialogues, queries and writing proposals for the
constitutional text in topics that included the rights of nature, rights of the
indigenous peoples and nationalities, security and defense and international
affairs.

Assumed role of Foreign Affairs Minister when new government started in
Ecuador (2007) along with the commitment towards a profound transformation of
the State by means of a Constitution process, building a new development
model, and a new approach to foreign affairs, commerce and economic
integration.
•

REPUBLIC OF ECUADOR
FOREING AFFAIRS MINISTER
QUITO
(1/2007 - 12/2007)

•

•

Established the New Ecuadorian Foreign Policy for the 2007-2010 period;
organized new responsibilities of foreign policy that were aimed at foreign
commerce and promoting regional initiatives for political and commercial
integration.
Created and negotiated the constitutional treaty; organized the offices and
operational mechanisms of the Union of South American Nations (UNASUR)
that was officially created on May 23, 2008.
Initiated bi-national coordination cabinets between the governments of
Ecuador and Peru that addressed issues related to border development,
security and defense, and economic/commercial cooperation.
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•

•
•

•

Organized a new assistance policy for Ecuadorian migrants abroad with an
integral reform to the consular service that improved/broadened services
while guaranteeing assistance and protection policy for the rights of
Ecuadorians living abroad.
Renovated and reinforced the policies to provide assistance and protection
to refugees.
Developed and implemented a new commerce and investment policy;
established a new model for the international commerce agenda of Ecuador
and notably secured new diplomatic and commercial relationships with nontraditional partners.
Set-up the first policies with affirmative action to ensure recruitment and
professional development in the careers of women, indigenous people and
people of African descent. Authorized couples within the Foreign Service to
serve together abroad, among other affirmative measures aimed at
benefitting diplomatic women.

Appointed as Regional Director to lead the creation and implementation of the
Regional South American Program of the International Union for the Conservation
of Nature. Established program that had significant achievements in the
environmental agenda, thus endowing the organization with greater technical
assistance capabilities for governments and allowing it to significantly impact
international negotiation processes related to topics such as preserving
biodiversity, climate change, forest management and policies involving natural
protected areas.
•

INTERNATIONAL UNION
FOR THE CONSERVATION
OF NATURE - IUCN
REGIONAL DIRECTOR
FOR SOUTH AMERICA
QUITO

•

•
•

(10/2005 - 1/2007)

•

Developed a regional program in alignment with the priorities of the
governments of the region, their main environmental challenges and the
Millennium Development Goals, emphasizing sustainable development, the
eradication of poverty and social equality in South America.
Positioned IUCN as a key regional stakeholder for technical assistance in
environmental issues; coordinated common environmental strategies
between the States of the region and mobilized resources and donor
cooperation in the environmental sector.
Provided technical, scientific and political advice to the governments of the
region on environmental issues.
Established advocacy processes in political stakeholders on topics related to
conservation and biodiversity; participated in the Fourth World Water
Forum from March 16 to 22, 2006 that was held in Mexico City and
communicated the importance of having access to water as a fundamental
human right, as well as highlighted the need to adopt an ecosystem-based
approach for integrally handling water.
Participated actively in the Conference of the Parties of the Convention on
Biological Diversity and the Eighth Conference of the Parties of the
Convention on Biological Diversity (COP8), held in Curitiba, Brazil from
March 20 to 31, 2006; proposed actions to adopt a work plan in islands and
protected areas.

EARLY ROLES PRE-2005 INCLUDED:
• International Union for the Conservation of Nature,
•
•
•
•

Quito, Ecuador and Geneva, Switzerland, Advisor on

Biodiversity and Indigenous Peoples.
Socio-Environmental Studies of the Latin American Social Sciences Institute (FLACSO), Quito, Ecuador,
Program Coordinator.
Intergovernmental Panel on Forests, United Nations Department on Economic and Social Affairs, New York,
Liaison Officer on Indigenous Knowledge Regarding Forests and Intellectual Property Rights.
United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF), Niamey, Niger, Advisor.
Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization (ACTO), Advisor.
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• Central Bank of Ecuador and UNICEF, Programa del Muchacho Trabajador, Advisor in Environmental Affairs.
• Latin American Foundation for the Future, Advisor.
• Shushufindi, Ecuadorian Amazonia, Advisor.
• Coalition of Non-Governmental Organisms, Representative.
• Natura Foundation of Ecuador, Official.
• German Technical Cooperation Agency (GTZ), Advisor.
• Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), Advisor.
• World Wildlife Fund (WWF), Advisor.

EDUCATION AND CREDENTIALS
Doctoral Studies in Environmental
Geography
Rutgers University, New Jersey, Center for
the Critical Analysis of Contemporary
Culture
Doctoral Thesis Pending

Post-Graduate Studies in
Anthropology and Political Sciences
Latin American Social Sciences Institute
(FLACSO), Quito, Ecuador

Baccalaureate
French-Ecuadorian Lycée La Condamine,
Quito, Ecuador

Master’s Degree in Social Sciences
and Amazonian Studies

Latin American Social Sciences Institute
(FLACSO), Quito, Ecuador
Thesis: Políticas de conservación y manejo
de áreas naturales protegidas en la
Amazonía Norte del Ecuador (Conservation
policies and managing natural protected
areas in the northern Amazonian region of
Ecuado)

Bachelor of Arts in Applied Linguistics
Pontifical Catholic University of Ecuador
(PUCE), Quito, Ecuador

AWARDS AND HONORS
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Atahualpa Medal for Merit, Gran Cruz (Grand Cross) class, September 24, 2014; delivered by the
Armed Forces of Ecuador for her contribution to their modernization process.
The Honor of the Orden “El Sol del Perú” (The Order of the Sun of Peru), Gran Cruz (Grand Cross) class,
February 23, 2007; awarded by the Government of Peru, as an acknowledgement for extraordinary
willingness to strengthen bilateral ties (i.e., one of the two honors that the Peruvian State grants to its
citizens and prominent foreigners in fields such as the arts, the humanities, culture and politics that was
established in 1821 and it is the oldest honor in the Americas).
IUCN-Ford Foundation “Democratizing Science Grant”, February 2001
Grant for Senior Scholars, Latin American Studies Association (LASA) Conference, Miami, March 2000
Society of Women Geographers, Annual Fellowship, 1999-2000
Rockefeller Foundation Fellowship: Center for Critical Analysis of Contemporary Culture. Seminar:
“Rethinking Nature-Culture”, RUTGERS University, Fall 1996 - Spring 1997
Ford Foundation-LASPAU Fellowship: "Ford-Amazon Fund", Fall 1994 - Fall 1996
Ford Foundation, FLACSO, 1991 – 1993
Research Grant from GTZ: German Technical Cooperation Agency for Doctoral Dissertation field work,
Summer 1997
Research Grant to fund Master's Thesis research from Fundación Natura Quito, Ecuador, 1993
National Poetry Prize, Quito, Ecuador, 1990

OTHER INFORMATION:

Detailed listing of publications will be provided upon request.

@mfespinosaEC
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